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was responsible for some of the worst excesses of the French Revolution, that he represents that dangerous compound of romantic sentiment and abstract logic which has been for more than a century the bane of Fiench political life, and that in him are to be found the first lineaments of that disastrous theory of the Absolute State 'beyond good and evil' which governs the German conduct of the present wai.
We are an historical people, and we live in an age in which all studies have been brought to the historical test. The ievulsion from Rousseau, caused by the*fact that he was regarded as the intellectual parent of the Fi ench Revolution, has been intensified by the nature of his proceduie We think of him, principally, as the author of the Contrat Social, a treatise of striking merits and commanding influence, founded, as we know, upon imaginary history and false psychology. And we contiast him unfavouiably with the judicious Montesquieu, in whose methods of comparative junspiudence we discover that blessed principle of relativity in which modern political piudence finds a welcome refuge
To all this kind of depreciation Dr. Vaughan's elaborate edition of the Political Works of Rousseau does in some measuie furnish a veiy necessary modification. It is well, in the first place, to be icminded that the Contrat Social, itself the fragment of a largei project, is only one of many political treatises composed by Rousseau, and that apart from this famous manifesto there are other tracts, less abstract in form and shaped with more immediate reference to historical ciicumstance, notably the Considerations sur I* Gouvernement de Polognt, which the late Lord Acton picked out from among the writings of Rousseau as the most valuable of all his works And even from the Contrat Social itself there are, as Dr. Vaughan points out, opposite impressions to be gathered The earlier chapters which principally arrest the attention of the reader are individualist and abstract But the later part of the book develops a collectivist theory of the State and is distinguished by some sense of those climatic and historical influences which Rousseau, in this country at least, is commonly reputed to have ignored.